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Based on what we learned about different political ideologies, how would a contemporary liberal view the current crisis we are facing with the COVID-19 outbreak? How would he or she in a position of leadership address health care, economic recovery, and prioritizing the issues that must be addressed during such a serious situation?
A contemporary liberal would view the current crisis that the society is currently facing with the COVID-19 as an enemy of all people. The liberal leader would call for all people within the society to pull their resources in order to put up a fight against the spread of the virus. A liberal leader argues that the government is required to act to ensure equality among its citizens (Natoli, Turner, Stephenson, Bresler, Friedrich, & Karlesky, 2013). Therefore, the leader would ensure that any kind of resource that seems to be helping in limiting the spread of the virus is availed where it is needed the most. Such a process would be executed without considering the race, gender or even ethnicity because he or she considers all people to be equal. 
From the data that has already been collected about vulnerability of various races in the United States of America, the Blacks have been affected the most. According to BBC, data collected from Chicago indicated that, as early as April 2020 about 72 percent of the total number of Covid 19 patients who died were blacks  (Christine, 2020). This numbers are indicating that the Blacks are the ones that are more vulnerable to the virus. A liberal leader would react to such a scenario by allocating more resources that are meant to prevent the wide spread of the virus to the black community. This is because a liberal leader believes in equality amongst all people within the society (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). However, the liberal leader would also ensure that the other races within the community have received their share of resources that is meant to prevent the spread of the virus.
When it comes to addressing health care issues, a liberal leader would ensure that the provision of health care services are prioritized. This is because the community is based on the idea of equality. The leader would also ensure resources that are meant for economic recovery are allocated following on equality grounds. For instance, since most of the people who have been laid off because of the economic effects of the virus are blacks or in general the minorities, a liberal leader would ensure that such people are allocated a substantial portion of resources that are meant for economic recovery. A liberal leader is supposed to give respect to human rights (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). Since the pandemic is taking away peoples’ rights like that of good health, a liberal leader would prioritize health care which will then be followed by economic recovery. 
Based on what we learned about theories of political socialization, apply the transfer theory to yourself. What has that meant to you and please explain how you are in the midst of a transfer phase?
Transfer theory is based on the fact that ideas and beliefs are passed from one person to another or from one generation to another. It means that there are agents of transfer and there are those who are supposed to act as receivers. In this case, I can assert that I am a receiver since there is so much that I really need to learn from my peers. In addition, I should include ideas from agents of socializations who are found within the society and they include parents, friends, teachers, church associates and the media.  
Socialization agents are responsible for passing political beliefs and ideas as well as how it operates to the current generation. Such agents are in a position to influence my attitudes towards political actors and institutions. For instance, such socialization agents can be asserted to be impacting the outcome of the voting process since they pass information which could influence the politician to vote and whom should not be voted (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). On the other hand, these same socialization agents might differ so vastly on the kind of message or information that they pass. 
I think that Transfer Theory means passing ideas or knowledge from one person to another or from generation to another. This can be carried out by various agents who are peers of the person who is to receive the ideas or knowledge. I think that I am in a midst of transfer theory since there are things that happened in the past and I do not know about them. Also, there are others that might have occurred in the recent and I have to acquire such knowledge from peers such as teachers, religious leaders and family members as well as other peers within the community. 
Based on what we learned about the media and its influence on the news stories that we are exposed to, why do you think many people still deny science about COVID-19 and do not follow government guidelines about the importance of social distancing? Why are medical experts often times ignored by some politicians?
Whenever a disease outbreak hits the society or grabs the public’s attention, the medical experts together with other interested partners should offer recommendations. However, the experts’ recommendations are faced with false theories as well as sketchy remedies that are spread via the media (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). With that having been said, the media has played a role that is not different from the one noted above. Many people have resulted to denying science about COVID-19 and have also failed to strictly follow the guidelines that have been put forth by the government and the different ministries of health (Christina, 2020). This actions have been fueled by the circulations of misinformation that have resulted to raising confusion about the current pandemic. 
According to the United Nation Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, the coronavirus pandemic is a “pandemic of misinformation”. The secretary general has noted that about 70 percent of Americans have asserted that information about COVID-19 was sometimes made up. Therefore, such people might think that there are a section of people within the state or even the government that are playing with their minds and this makes them to become suspicious. People have resulted to sharing of information about the coronavirus via social media platforms that is baseless. This means that the volume of baseless information that is spread through the media and which is baseless is overwhelming (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013).  
The mainstream media coverage has also resulted to adding to the problem of rising suspicion about the information they are collecting and distributing the people about the pandemic. Many of the mainstream media outlets, they have resulted to picking and reassigning reporters and editors who have got no public health or medical training the work of covering the unfolding pandemic (Christina, 2020). Such people have ended up scrambling to understand the complex scientific terminologies and research process in order to come up with pieces of news that they end up spreading to the viewers (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). There are instances when such reporters and editors might end up making a mistake that could cause many people to disbelieve any kind of information that might be released via the media about the pandemic. They might not also explain the need for taking up certain measures such as social distancing due to lack of knowledge regarding the way the virus is spread or failing to explain fully why these certain measures have to be undertaken. 
Medical experts are ignored by some politicians because these politicians do not understand some of the scientific findings that are communicated by the medical experts. Since some of the politicians lack the expertise or knowledge that is required to make sound decisions regarding healthcare, they tend to attack or ignore science. This might be the reason for the disastrous national response following the break of the coronavirus in the United States. For instance, the current US administration that is led by Donald Trump has been ignoring directions issued by medical experts such as Anthony Fauci. In addition, some other politicians tend to be loyal to their party despite of knowing that their party leader or few of the significant party figures are wrong. This is the case for the Republicans who have decided to been loyal to their party and party leader although they knew that their party leader, Donald Trump was wrong about the prevailing coronavirus pandemic. 
Based on what we learned about motivations for political participation, apply the motivation of political efficacy to yourself. In what ways would you demonstrate your efficacy especially as we have a presidential election ahead in November?
Political efficacy is the citizen belief in their government that it will go forth and implement the right policies that will change and improve their lives. With that having been noted, I can claim that I have a feeling that I have the potential of influencing both political and social changes. Therefore, political and social changes within the society can be effected by my efforts alone or in concert with other people from the society (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). There are times when the politicians do not act or come up with rules and regulations that are not what people were desiring. This is the point where the citizens should strive to influence the thinking of these politicians or the political processes that are involved in establishing these rules and regulations. This is the point where political efficacy will count since I will be required to apply it in order to convince or compel the politicians to behave or think following a certain perspective. Once I have successfully made them to behave or think in a certain way, then I would have utilized political efficacy in determining the outcome of the political process. 
One of the ways that I can demonstrate my political efficacy is through showing the citizens the need to take part in election process or the power that their vote has. After having indicated how their votes are powerful, then they will see the essence of voting in the forthcoming November Presidential election. They will have already noted that their votes have impact on policy decisions that are directed towards voting.  In addition, I could also educate them about the need to take part in voting process. I could also show them how by taking part in voting and selecting a certain presidential aspirant will improve their condition. For example, social security has been under threat of coming to an end if certain changes are not made. Therefore, by indicating that the citizens’ votes will ensure that a certain presidential aspirant ends up in the office of the president and that he will help in making the necessary changes that are needed to save the future of the social security, people would participate in large numbers in voting (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). 
In addition, I will engage the voters on various platforms to show them how collective action is powerful. This is to mean that if they happen to come together and happen to be moving in the same direction, then they can bring the political changes that they desire the most. For instance, I would mobilize people and show them how a certain politician is destroying the country that is perceived across the world as the father of democracy. This might be the case of what happened in the United States Presidential election when voters got mobilized and decided it was time that they saved their nation from trump’s administration.  
Based on what we learned about conservatism, what role did Edmund Burke play in the codification of conservative principles and how did that impact conservatism in the U.S.?
Edmund Burke played a role in the codification of conservative principles in US. He is considered by many people to be the first explicitly conservative political theorist. In 1790, the French Revolution appeared to be promising a bloodless utopia. However, through Burke’s prediction which was reached for after carrying out analysis, he predicted of calamity which was to be caused by the revolution (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). The French Revolution had rejected the tradition and the inherited values of the society. He predicted that the revolution was leading the French society into terror and dictatorship.
The French revolutionists were destroying institutions that had been successful in the past. They did so without any assurance that the ones that they were putting in place were going to be better compared to the past ones. This kind of notion has played a role in the codification of the conservative principles in the United States. This is because the conservatives have ended up with the notion that the institutions that have been proved to be successful in the past should not be changed unless there is assurance that the changes will better the institutions. 
According to Burke, political power should not be viewed as a license that will help in rebuilding a society following on some abstract and untested scheme. However, political power should be viewed as a trust of responsibility for the good of the citizens. He added that a leader should surpass the expectations of the culture he/she represents. This relates to the role that Burke Edmund has played in in the codification of conservative principles due to the fact that the conservatives have to create principles following on what has proved to be working and beneficial to the society.  
The ideas that Burke Edmund was arguing for have continued to impact conservatism in the United States. For instance, according to Burke, people should not destroy what has been tested in history and has indicated to be working with something that lacks the assurance of bettering the situation. This goes hand-in-hand with the idea by the conservatives that they should adhere to custom, convention and continuity. They believe that those who happen to destroy customs demolish more than they know or even desire (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013).  In addition, the conservatives have resulted to being prudent. As the conservatives strives to come up with a change within the society, they tend to ensure that they have considered its probable long-run consequences. The conservatives perceive the radicals and the liberals as being imprudent. They believe that the radicals and the liberals tend to dash at their objectives without giving much heed to the risk of any possible new abuses worse than the evils that they are intending to sweep away (Natoli, & Karlesky, et al., 2013). This means that the conservatives do not have trust in the changes that are made by the radicals and the liberals as they do not dedicate much of their time in looking into the possible dangers and their extend. 
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